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Hopkins-Nanjing Center for Chinese and American Studies 

Course Descriptions   Fall Semester 2018 

南京大学—约翰斯·霍普金斯大学中美文化研究中心 

第三十三期美方课程说明 (2018年秋季) 

 

International Relations Theory 

David Arase 

We will survey mainstream IR theory (in the US) and consider some alternative theoretical 

perspectives as well. In doing so, we will also consider certain topics of special interest to students at 

HNC, such as the so-called “Thucydides trap” in US-China relations (power transition theory), 

post-hegemonic order, alliance theory, and the security dilemma. 

East Asian Regionalism 

David Arase 

We start off with an overview of East Asia in order to get a sense of its diversity and the main themes 

of its historical, political, economic, and social development.  

Then we identify key actors (the US, Japan, ASEAN, and China) and their respective visions of 

regional order, i.e., the existing US-led liberal rule-based order; Japan’s vision of Asia in a 

harmonious developmental division of labor; ASEAN with its notion of a peaceful consensual order 

based on mutual interest and regional dialogue; and China’s recent proposal for a Chinese-led 

community of common destiny.  

Next, we look at how strategic mistrust and rivalry is fed by conflicting security interests in key the 

hotspots of Southeast and Northeast Asia: the South China Sea and the Korean peninsula.  

Finally, we end the course considering whether economic and other areas of interdependence will be 

able to restrain strategic competition and prevent the demise of the peaceful free trade order in East 

Asia that has lasted since Nixon visited China in 1972. 

 

Comparative Economics: US & China 

Paul Armstrong-Taylor 

This class is designed for students who want to understand economic issues, but are allergic to 

economic classes. Rather than start with theories, equations and graphs, we will start with a topic of 

interest – for example, should students have to borrow to pay for college – and consider what 

economics can tell us about it. We will look at statistics and theory only to the extent we need to 

answer our question. Instead of a bunch of theories disconnected from the real world, students will 

leave the course with a toolkit for studying a wide range of important issues. 

The course is broad. Topics covered will include demographics (is the one-child policy really 

responsible for China’s low birth rate and will ending it help?), growth (why did China grow so fast 

for so long and can it continue?), inequality (what is driving rising inequality in the US and China, and 

should anything be done about it?), education (are student loans a good idea?), healthcare (why are 

healthcare costs so high in the US and antibiotics so overprescribed in China?), finance (what caused 

the financial crisis in the US and could China have a similar crisis?), the environment (why is it hard 

for China and the US to cooperate on global warming?), and many more. 

 

Economics of Strategy 

Paul Armstrong-Taylor 

Economics, particularly game theory, provides a powerful and flexible way to address a wide range of 

questions. In this class, I want to introduce students to some fascinating ways of thinking about topics 

that are not obviously related to economics – as well as a few that are. “Strategy” will be a common 

theme, but one that is interpreted quite broadly.  

Students will learn about a range of topics including negotiation (how to get a good deal on a car), 

international relations (why do democracies rarely fight each other), business (why do internet startups 

worry about market share rather than profits), ethics (why are many ethical principles common across 

cultures), personal issues (why, in almost all cultures, do men marry later than women?). However, 

rather than just solving a list of problems, students will build a set of tools to tackle strategic problems 

that they, or their organizations, may face. The focus will be on learning how to apply ideas flexibly 

rather than learning theory. To do this, students will participate in games and experiments, make 

presentations, solve problem sets and develop deeper ideas in papers. 
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Financial Crises 

Paul Armstrong-Taylor 

The recent financial crisis arising from the collapse of the subprime mortgage market led to a 

worldwide recession and triggered a secondary crisis in the Eurozone. The financial and human cost 

was enormous. Unfortunately, crises have been around as long as capitalism, and have afflicted all 

countries, rich and poor. Why are they so endemic, what causes them and why are we unable to 

prevent them? These questions, which we will address in this course, are among the most important 

questions in economics, not only for academics but for policy makers and investors. 

In the course, we will study the subprime and Euro crises in detail, and consider whether China could 

be next. We will study other historical crises, from the Great Depression to the Japanese housing 

bubble, and identify some common features – in particular the role of debt. We will then formulate a 

framework for thinking about crises, drawing in particular on the work of Hyman Minsky and Richard 

Koo. Our approach will be pragmatic – we will look for ideas that are helpful in understanding the real 

world – and, as a consequence, we will draw on a wide range of sources including not only academic 

papers, but ideas from policy makers, investment banks, and others. 

By the end of the class, students will have deep, practical understanding of how financial and 

economic systems work and their inherent risks. This knowledge may be of more practical use than 

most standard macroeconomic courses. 

 

American Foreign Policy in Asia 

Gaye Christoffersen 

This course analyzes the formulation and practice of American foreign policy, with emphasis on its 

continually changing relation to the domestic political process, and how this impacts America's Asia 

policy. The course will be divided into four segments designed to consider societal environment, 

political institutions, decision making, and then will apply these theoretical concerns to US-China 

relations. 

 

Comparative Politics 

Gaye Christoffersen 

This course provides an introduction to the varying ways in which societies around the world organize 

and govern themselves. Students examine different political systems, including democratic, 

communist, authoritarian, and the developmental state.  They also explore how and why political 

systems change.  To understand global societies and political systems in more detail, students study 

in depth the contemporary political systems of selected countries such as Russia, China, Japan, the US, 

India, Central Asian, and Southeast Asian countries. 

 

Macroeconomics 

 Jacob Kurien 

This is an introductory course that explains basic economic concepts and principles of 

macroeconomics. We will study the tenets of major schools of thought, understand economic 

interrelationships and examine models of economic behavior.  We will also analyze and evaluate 

economic policies. It is anticipated that on completion of the course, students will be able to better 

understand and evaluate macroeconomic issues. 

 

 

Money, Banking and Financial Institutions 

                Jacob Kurien 

The course should provide students an overview of the economics of Money and Banking and the role 

of Banking & Financial Institutions. The course covers the theory of money and banking and the 

macroeconomic impact of monetary policy on the real world. For a globalized economy financial 

integration of global markets play a crucial role in promoting growth and development. 
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International Humanitarian Law/Law of Armed Conflict 

Roda Mushkat 

 Provide a detailed overview of international humanitarian law (IHL)/law of armed conflict [LOAC] 

within a broad public international law context. 

 Introduce students to the origins, development, sources, and core principles of IHL/LOAC. 

 Study and assess the principles and rules applicable in armed conflict situations. 

 Examine the implementation and enforcement of IHL/LOAC. 

 Discuss critically current developments and challenges for IHL/LOAC. 

 

Legal Foundations of International Relations 

Roda Mushkat 

This course introduces the student to the basic legal concepts and principles governing State behavior 

in the global arena, the nature and sources of international law, the law of treaties, international legal 

personality, territorial sovereignty, jurisdiction, immunities, State responsibility, compliance with, and 

enforcement of, international law.  Current events in both the international and regional domain are 

also examined from an international legal perspective. The methodological elements and the linkages 

with international relations are highlighted. 

 

Air Pollution and its Control 

Roger Raufer 

The atmosphere is a biophysical layer of gases that supports and protects life as it exists on this planet, 

and changes in its composition at various scales – local, regional, national and international – can have 

significant deleterious effects to the health and welfare of species (including humans).  Such changes 

can be brought about by both natural causes and anthropogenic activities, and since energy plays a 

particularly crucial role in the latter, it is of vital concern in the Energy, Resources and Environment 

(ERE) program at HNC.   

This course is designed as a survey course, addressing the topic of air pollution and its control – 

paying particular attention to the technical and regulatory factors necessary to successfully implement 

an air pollution control program.  Dealing with air pollution is obviously a complex undertaking in 

any society, having important technical, economic, social, cultural and political components.  There 

are literally thousands of individual pollutants, emitted from a wide range of stationary and mobile 

emissions sources (and from natural sources as well) – and societies have very different governance 

systems, with different levels of technical and political capacity for addressing such concerns. 

One particularly important component is the role of economics.  This course does not focus directly 

on that component, since it will be addressed separately in its own follow-up HNC course (i.e., 

Economic Instruments for Pollution Control) to be offered in the Spring semester.  Economic 

concerns will be broadly addressed, however, as they pertain to regulatory issues (e.g., for setting air 

quality goals; for designating technology standards, etc.). 

After introductory material about impacts and goal-setting, this course will address combustion and its 

by-products (since more than 85% of energy use is associated with that chemical reaction).  Major 

pollutants (e.g., particulate, SO2, NOx, volatile organics, CO, etc.) will then be discussed, as well as 

technology for control, and the major regulatory issues associated with such control.  The latter are 

examined on a comparative basis for the U.S., Europe and China.  The course will conclude with 

sessions about atmospheric dispersion modeling, the air pollution regulatory process, and a more 

detailed focus on China's air pollution controls. 

 

Global Energy Fundamentals 

Roger Raufer 

This class is an essential element in meeting the goals of the ERE program; it is geared to provide a 

suitable energy background to students who have previously not had much exposure to the energy 

policy arena.  It will provide an overview on all of the subjects within the energy fields, as well as 

their impacts on the environment, economic growth and social development.  Critical to this learning 

will be an emphasis on the interactivity among all the subjects and their impacts.  Students will 
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emerge from the course with a basic understanding of the major issues in these fields as well as an 

appreciation of the types of policies that may be applied to address a variety of threats resulting from 

the growing global demand for energy.  

The course serves multiple functions.  First, it is a survey course that provides students with an 

understanding of the major energy issues.  Just as importantly, the course develops the capacity of 

students, as they learn this material, to be able to analyze options for meeting the challenges facing the 

energy arena.  Students learn how to make “back-of-the-envelope” calculations regarding the scope 

of a given problem or a proposed solution.  Students also learn how to evaluate problems and suggest 

solutions within a three-page policy format that is used widely both in the public and private sectors. 

 

Critical Developments in American History 

          Joe Renouard 

This course explores significant developments in American history since the nation’s founding.  It is 

designed to help students understand some of America’s most important (and sometimes controversial) 

traditions, customs, laws, and cultural practices.  We will consider the nation’s development against 

the backdrop of the classic conflicts of the modern world: democracy vs. elitism, individualism vs. 

collectivism, majority rule vs. individual rights, and federal vs. local power.  We will also explore a 

set of fundamental questions throughout the term: How did a small set of colonies on the Atlantic 

seaboard become a unified nation and, in time, a global superpower?  What factors enabled America 

to become a rich nation?  How have Americans balanced the desire for social order with a respect for 

individual liberties and “democratic” values?  How has the definition of citizenship and 

“American-ness” changed over time?  Is the United States a republic?  Is it an empire? 

 

American Cultural History 

         Joe Renouard 

Is it possible to tell the story of American cultural history in one semester?  Of course not!  But 

we’ll do our best to explore some of the most important American cultural developments from the 

late-nineteenth century to the present.  We will work from the premise that cultural history 

encompasses a wide range of norms, practices, products, texts, beliefs, and entertainments.  Because 

this is a history course (with some interdisciplinary characteristics) and not a course in cultural studies, 

the content is not heavily theoretical.  We will concern ourselves more with cultural practices and 

products in an attempt to understand American society through its culture.  Thus our content will 

include music (folk, jazz, hillbilly, blues, country, rock n roll, soul, R&B, rap), film, art, material 

culture, fashion, technology, and the varied lifestyles of ordinary people.  It is a basic premise of this 

course that these objects and behaviors possess significant meanings.  In other words, culture 

matters. 

Change is a central theme of this course.  All cultural norms are in a constant state of flux.  New 

practices and beliefs are born; some flourish, while others do not.  Some products and practices are 

truly original, while many others are derivative.  Older cultural forms may die off or they may evolve 

and adapt to the changing times.  Using “cultural change” as a central motif, we will explore 

evolving attitudes toward gender and sexuality, public spaces, education, politics, and the like.  We 

will also address several questions throughout the semester: What is the meaning of “culture?”  Is 

there really a difference between “high” and “low” culture?  Are modern cultural products and 

practices expressions of independence, power, individualism, and democracy, or expressions of 

conformity?  Is “culture” best understood as an organic, grass-roots creation of common people 

(“folk”), or as a top-down, elite creation that is then distributed to the consuming public (“mass”)? 

 

Transboundary Challenges to Law 

Thomas W. Simon 

The law needs to find ways to address three diverse but related transboundary harms, namely, those 

from the air, sea, and space. We examine the ways legal systems have responded to these controversial 

challenges. The course is divided into three five-week sessions. First, after taking a crash course in 

international law, we explore cases of environmental transboundary harms. Next, after obtaining an 

understanding of the law of the sea, we tackle the complex issues surrounding the South China Sea by 

representing the many sides of the dispute. Finally, having received a solid grounding in internet law, 

we turn to the new and perhaps legally insurmountable issues created in cyberspace. 
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Chinese and American Thought: Bilingual Perspectives 

Thomas W. Simon 

Teaching is the best way to learn. This is a fully integrated bilingual teaching/learning course designed 

to have students participate in an intellectual and cross-cultural dialogue in their target languages. 

Through reading diverse works such as the Bible and Marx in English and the Tao Te Ching and Mao 

in Chinese students will be diving deep into eastern and western thought and teach each other what 

they have learned. Students in this course will read and discuss topics ranging from myths of creation 

to political philosophy and law. Finally, in order to internalize the consciousnesses students have 

learned, they will challenge themselves by acting out their target culture through various skits and 

plays. This course is geared for students looking for a truly cross-cultural experience rather than a 

research based course. 

 

Politics of Rural Development 

Adam K. Webb  

 This course provides an introduction to the political issues surrounding rural development. Half of 

humanity remains in the countryside, often mired in extreme poverty. With tightening links between 

rural and urban areas, the challenges of the countryside also spill over to affect people who do not live 

there. The rapid pace of change in rural China over the last thirty years is itself very worthy of 

discussion, and we shall cover many examples from here. But the course will place these trends and 

challenges in broader global perspective, with cases drawn from around the world. We can consider 

what lessons China might learn from, and offer to, other countries facing similar choices. There will 

be plenty of opportunity to consider not only theories, but also the practical aspects of development in 

rural communities. 

 

Ethics and Public Policy in Global Perspective (Seminar) 

Adam K. Webb 

This seminar engages with ethics and public policy. Its global perspective is manifest in the choice of 

topics, which involve interactions across borders or at least have prompted contentious public debate 

in multiple societies. It is bound to no particular ethical tradition. It aims at understanding these 

debates as participants in a global space, rather than primarily in an exchange of cultural assumptions. 

I aim to help you become familiar with various tool kits for thinking about ethics in relation to 

practical social and policy questions, and to think through critically their strengths and weaknesses. 

This seminar, much like public policy, should thrive on open debate and the diverse insights and 

experiences that we all bring to bear on the issues. 


